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strata at Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro, and the total absence of iron
at both. Most of the objects had no parallels among the antiquities
of the Mauryan or subsequent epochs, while the pictographs were
totally different from the earliest known Brahim and Kharoshthi
inscriptions. He suggested that this forgotten civilization had been
developed in the Indus valley itself, being 'just as distinctive of that
region as the civilization of the Pharaohs was distinctive of the
Nile/

Sir John Marshall's announcement was followed by a letter
from Professor Sayce,18 pointing out the close resemblance between
the antiquities from the Indus valley and certain Sumerian anti-
quities from Southern Iraq. 'The discovery/ said Sayce, 'opens
up a new historical vista, and is likely to revolutionize our ideas
of age and origin of Indian civilization/ After this letter came
a detailed article contributed by C. J. Gadd and Sidney Smith
of the British Museum,19 in which a demonstration was attempted
of the points of similarity between Indian and Babylonian objects.
This supplied a provisional dating for the antiquities of Harappa
and Mohenjo-Daro, which on that showing could be attributed to
the ' Chalcolithic * Age, and appeared to be roughly contemporary
with the Sumerian civilization, referable to the third or fourth
millennium B.C. * Indo-Sumerian/ the name first given to this
civilization, was later discarded in favour of the more appropriate
term ' Indus/ Further light on its age was thrown by the discovery
of an Indian seal, with the figure of a unicorn and a line of picto-
graphs, at Kish in Iraq by E, J. H. Mackay in 1923, in debris
beneath a temple of the third millennium B.C. The seal, like a few
others reported subsequently, must have travelled from India as a
result of commercial intercourse that was then presumably proceed-
ing between India and the Near East.

The synchronism now established was of far-reaching import-